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Resolution 1011-AU-006

Supporting the Repeal of the
Registered Student Organization Exemption

Author: Jonathan Nutt(.19), President
Sponsor: The Executive Committee
Introduced: November 12, 2010

WHEREAS, new legal precedence set by the U.S. Supreme Court case Christian Legal
Society Chapter of the University of California, Hastings College of Law v. Martinez
Et al. brings reason to review the current Registered Student Organization exemption
that enables “a student organization formed to foster or affirm the sincerely held
religious beliefs of its members may adopt a nondiscrimination statement that is
consistent with those beliefs;” and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States of America recently committed to a
nationwide effort ending discrimination in all its forms in schools and communities;
and

WHEREAS, the University has fostered a culture of inclusion for over 40-years and the
exemption is in direct conflict with the vision and goals of the University set forth in
the Academic Plan, Diversity Action Plan and motto disciplina in civitatem (education
for citizenship); and

WHEREAS, the exemption is counterintuitive to the Philosophies and Guiding Principles
outlined in the Registration Guidelines for Student Organizations at Ohio State and
without intelligible principle and therefore difficult to interpret, enforce, and adjudicate;
and

WHEREAS, the Council of Graduate Students has previously taken positions affirming
mutual respect and fair treatment of all individuals at The Ohio State University to
support an environment of diversity that enriches the community and enhances the
educational process; and

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the Council of Graduate Students urges The
Ohio State University to repeal the exemption outlined in the Registration Guidelines
for Student Organizations at Ohio State that states “A student organization formed to
foster or affirm the sincerely held religious beliefs of its members may adopt a
nondiscrimination statement that is consistent with those beliefs;” and

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of Graduate Students charges its
Graduate Student Representatives in University committees to vote in accordance with
this resolutions; and
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LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of Graduate Students charges its
President to communicate to the Ohio State University President, the Executive Vice
President and Provost, the Vice Provost and Chief Diversity Officer, the Vice President
of Student Life, the Dean of the Graduate School, the Undergraduate Student

Government, the Inter-Professional Council and all other appropriate groups the
Council’s position as established by this resolution.
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